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much pain, and on being treated the chorea accompanying
the pregnancy disappeared. Of the 255 cases 66 had snffared
from chorea previously to pregnancy, and 23 had had no
previous attack; in 6 cases the chorea appeared at the onset
of pregnancy. As regards age, the statistics show that it
becomes increasingly less common after twenty-four years.
With reference to the period of pregnancy when the symptoms
began, it was found that 108 cases commenced in the first
three months, 70 during the second three months, 25 in the
last trimestre, and 15 after labour. There were 45 fatal cases
in 255 pregnancies where this complication existed, giving a
death-rate of over 17’5 per cent. This is probably much in
excess of the actual mortality, as minor cases are not

reported and some of these deaths are due to other com-

plications, eclampsia, albuminuria, &c. Induced delivery
waseffacted in 2 cases, with fatal results in 9 cases. A
considerable number improved after operation. The
general prognosis depended partly on the degree of the

symptoms, as the less severe the chorea the more hopeful
was the recovery ; 61 cases recovered before the onset of
labour, 91 after the birth, and 7 became chronic. It was

interesting to note that the patient may escape entirely in
subsequent pregnancies. Appended to this paper was a table
analysing the 265 cases.&mdash;Professor SIMPSON remarked on
the high mortality attending intetferecce with the course of
pregnancy, but believed this was due to delay in operating
when serious symptoms were present, and where induction
was only performed as a last resort.
A paper was read on some observations on the Blood of the

Newly Barn Child by Dr. GEORGE ELDER and Dr. ROBERT
HUTCHISON. The blood of the child was obtained from the
nmbuioal cord on tying it and thus the results show its
condition immediately on birth ; other observers have noted
its composition after six to eight hours. The blood of the
mother was obtained from the lobe of the ear. In the
child the red corpuscles numbered on an average 5,346 000 per
c.mm. ; and thus from 350,000 to 500,000 more per c.mm.
than in adults. During the first day or two they seem
rapidly to increase, and afterwards decrease gradually.
There is no difference in size or shape from those of adults.
Nucleated red blood-corpuscles are present at birth in
considerable numbers, but these vary greatly ; on the second
or third day they only saw a few and by the fifth day nODe
could be observed. In the mother the red corpuscles in 16
cases varied from 2 to 5 millions per c.mm, and were thus
below the normal average. The child had always consider-
ably more than the mother, nearly always to the extent of
1 million per c.mm. It was thus found in these maternity
cases that an&aelig;mia was the prevailing condition in the
mother, and plethora in the child. In estimativg the h&aelig;mo-
globin the blood of the child was found to contain 95 to 115
per cent. of the normal average, so that each corpuscle
was richer in h&aelig;moglobin in the child than in the adult. In
the mother the bsemoglobin was found to vary from 60 to 83
per cent., only two-thirds of the richness of the child’s blood. ’,
The white corpuscles in the child were on an average 17 800
per c.mm. and thus roughly twice as much as in the

ordinary adult. These observations gave the proportion of 1
white to 2.98 red corpuscles in the child, the ordinary propor-
tion being about 1 to 500 in the adult. The number increased
shortly after birth and then decreased proportionately with
the red. The white corpuscles in the mother in 11 cases
were found to have an average of 14 000 per c.mm., this

being much higher than in the normal adult. In some cases
the number was equal to that of her child. A few days
after labour there was a marked decrease in their number, at
least in those who nursed their children. From these obser-
vations it was very evident that there is no mixing of the
maternal and foetal blood. Possibly the increase of hoemo-
globin and of the number of red blood-corpuscles com-

pensates for the absence of respiration. Dr. Milne Murray
had mentioned in his investigations by spectrum analysis of
f&oelig;tal blood that he had found that in order to get a reduced
spectrum he required to add seven times as much reducing
agent as was necessary to reduce the mother’s blood.
The f&oelig;tal blood was much richer in haemoglobin than the
mother’s, but this showed also that the haemoglobin was
more chemically active, so that in the placei3ta on the
maternal side the oxygen was loosely held, while on the f&oelig;tal
side there wall very great attraction for it.-Dr. JAMES
RITCHIE remarked that these observations showed that the
quality of blood in the child was regulated by the quality in
the mother, and it was necessary for them as practitioners
to promote the health of the mother during pregnancy.

Reviews and Notices of Books.
La Th&eacute;rapeutique des Tissus: Compendium des M&eacute;dication.a

par les Extraits d’ Organes animaux Par le Dr. M. BRA.
Paris : J. Rothschild, &Eacute;diteur. 1895. (Tissue Thera-
peutics: A Compendium of Treatment by Organic Animal
Extracts. By Dr. M. BRA. Paris : J. Rothschild. 1895.)
THE alternative title of this work-" La M6thode Brown-

S&eacute;quard : Trait6 d’Histoth&eacute;rapie "-indicates its scope and
purpose. The author, a pupil of the late eminent physio-
logist, has fulfilled a task to which Professor Brown-

86 quard intended to have devoted himself had his life
been longer spared. This task was to collate the facts
and observations relating to the new departure in thera-
peutics which he introduced in a somewhat startling
and dramatic way by his account to the Societe de

Biologie of his personal experiences of the tonic effect
of an orchitic extract injected hypodermically. It is

pathetic to read the text of this first communication of
his on the subject, and to hear the aged Professor relate
how his physical and mental vigour were restored
in a surprising manner by this simple expedient, and
yet it is impossible not to admire the enthusiasm with

which he advocated a method that almost promised to

annul and arrest the natural decay of old age. Arguing
from the marked physical and moral effects ensuing on
castration in early life, and also on the results of inordinate
exercise of the sexual glands, Professor Brown-S&eacute;quard
inferred that these glands, above all others, supply the blood
with principles which furnish energy to the nervous system
and also probably to the muscular. He had, he said, long
thought that some part of senile debility was to be explained
by the withdrawal of their stimulating influence, and so long
ago as 1875 he instituted experiments to test the value of
his hypothesis. The issue of his researches is well

known, and it has come to pass that sterilised extracts of
the testes of young and vigorous animals have been

prepared and prescribed for administration, mainly by the
hypodermic method, for the treatment of neurasthenia,
and even of organic diseases of the nervous system,
besides a variety of affections such as tuberculosis, cancer,
diabetes, and skin diseases. It is astonishing to find from
the records here collected how wide has been the field on
which this orchitic extract has been tried, and it is difficult
to refrain from entering a grave protest at the irrational
and extravagant claims that are advanced for its use. If
but a tithe of the successes here described could be really
substantiated we should possess in this animal extract not

merely the most potent of remedies but one which

ought to be universally prescribed. But, unfortunately,
experience teaches that remedies vaunted the most

loudly, and especially those which are ranked as pan-
aceas, never fulfil the expectations of their advocates
when tested by an impartial tribunal. The other

animal organs which have been impressed into service of
this kind of therapeutics comprise the ovaries, the cortical
matter of the brain, the thyroid, the heart, the pancreas, the
liver, the adrenals, muscle, the kidneys, the lungs, bone

marrow, and the spleen-a list which calls to mind the con-
tents of the witches’ caldron, and the warranty for which
is, with one striking exception, based on the most slender
of grounds. Indeed, the author of this compendium him-
self points out that many of these extracts have not come
up to anticipation. The ovarian extract, for example, has
never gained much favour ; "cardine," "nephrine," and
" pneumine " are of little value in restoring the functions of
a damaged heart, kidney, or lung. Nor can much be said
in proof of the efficacy of extract of pancreas in diabetes,
or of that of the liver in biliary intoxication. Undoubtedly
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the singular efficacy of the thyroid treatment of myxcedema
has done much to excite hopes of a similar good resulting
from the use of extracts of other organs in affections

where the functions of such organs are in abeyance ;
but it may be permitted to us to point out that the

really positive results hitherto obtained have been mostly in
connexion with glands that subserve some purpose in general
nutrition, and that therefore there is more to be anticipated
from the use of adrenal extract in Addison’s disease, and of
bone marrow in idiopathic anaamia, than from the use of
"cerebrine " in mental disorder or of "nepbrine" in Bright’s
disease. Whether it is quite legitimate to rank thyroid
medication as one of the gains of the new principle intro-
duced by Professor Brown - S&eacute;quard may perhaps be

questioned, since its employment in myxcedema was strictly
based on deductive reasoning from the known phenomena of
cachexia strumipriva.
We confess our inability to assume any other than a scep-

tical attitude towards most of the medicaments here so

exhaustively treated ; but in spite of our belief that in a few
years most of them will have fallen into oblivion we fully
recognise the ability with which this book has been com-

piled. More than that, we think it is a book which
needed to be written. It contains in the form most suit-

able for reference every detail regarding the preparation, phy-
siological action, and therapeutical application of animal
organic extracts, and the facts so gathered are mar-

shalled with marked skill and candour. It concludes
with an interesting summary of the "internal secretions,"
classified under the two heads of (1) those which
maintain the composition of the internal medium, as the
"secretion" of the spleen, of bone marrow, of vascular

endothelia, and of the generative glands, and (2) those which
protect the organism against self-intoxication (chemically
acting glands), as the "internal secretion" of the

liver, of the suprarenal capsules, of the pancreas, of the

kidney, or of the thyroid gland. And the following are
given as evidences of the insufficiency of such in-

ternal secretions : (a) of generative glands-diminution of
the general activity of the nervous system ; (b) of the

pancreas-glycosuria, diabetes ; (c) of the liver-appearance
of morbid phenomena coexisting with icterus ; (d) of the
kidney-ur&aelig;mia ; (e) of the adrenals-asthenia, the chief
symptom of Addison’s disease ; and (f) of the thyroid-
myx&oelig;dema, cretinism. The work is one which should be
read as indicating a remarkable phase in physiological
theories ; and in testimony of the cosmopolitan interest
taken in the subject reference may be made to the letters
prefixed to the volume from Dr. Constantin Paul, Professor
Ewald, Dr. Byrom Bramwell, Dr. Emminghaus, and Pro-
fessor Mendel.

Annals of Oprhthalmology and Otology. Published by James
Parker, St. Louis, Mo. Vol. IV., No. 2. 1895.

THIS part contains a considerable number of articles, some
of which are of much interest. Dr. F. C. Hotz of Chicago
discusses and opposes the views of Dr. Savage, who maintains
that the oblique muscles are brought into action for the

improvement of vision in cases of oblique astigmatism.
Dr. F. B. Eaton of Portland draws attention to the dis-

crepancy that exists between the laws of parallel ocular
motion, as formulated by Listing and Helmholtz, and their
statement and interpretation in text-book?, and suggests
various modifications of the views generally accepted.
Dr. M. W. Zimmerman of Philadelphia contributes an article
on Hypermetropia of High Dagree, and points out, inter alia,
that astigmatism is present in about 50 per cent. of hyper-
metropes of high degree, but decreases as the error becomes
higher, and also that the principal complication is convergent
strabismus, which is more frequent with lower degrees of
the error. Dr. Chalmer Prentice of Chicago proposes a

new operation for the advancement of the recti, in

which two small curved aluminium plates are employed over
which the ligatures are tied. For the details of the opera-
tion we must refer our readers to the original. Dr. Maurice
F. Pilgrim of Carbondale propounds the question, " Is

Glaucoma curable without Operation?" and answers it in

the affirmative, giving illustrative cases. Dr. Wendell Reber
of Pottsville asks, "Is the Physiognomy of the Fandus Oculi
in Epilepsy characteristic ?" and from observations that he
has had the opportunity of making on a large number of
epileptics has arrived at the conclusion that in typical cases
the optic disc is too abundantly supplied with capillaries,
whilst it is grey in its deeper portions ; that the scleral ring
is sharply cut on the temporal side, that the retinal fibre

layer is increased in thickness, especially above and below
the disc, and that the retinal lymph sheaths are distended
and opaque. Dr. W. Franklin Coleman of Chicago treats
at some length the subject of Amblyopia ex Anopsia, which
he holds may occur, basing his argument on the improve-
ment of vision observed in strabismic eyes after operation.
Dr. Charles Stedman Brill of New York records cases of
Purulent Inflammation of the Eyeball and Orbital Tissue
and Paralysis of the Ocular Muscles as possible Complica-
tions or Sequelse of Influenz3.. Dr. Robert Saunders of

Philadelphia describes an anomalous case of Interstitial Kera.
titis. Lastly, Dr. Frank W. Ring contributes a case of a
thorn which remained buried in the sclera without occasioning
inconvenience for thirteen years, when it worked its way out.
The second part of the volume is devoted to Otology, and is
chiefly occupied with a paper by Dr. M. A. Goldstein of
St. Louis on Exfoliation of the Cochlea, Vestibule and Semi.
circular Canals; an account of an unusual case of Aural

Deformity and operation thereupon, by Dr. J. Hollinger of
Chicago ; and an account by Dr. David N. Dennis of Erie of
the Injector of Delstanche with Modified Middle-ear Lip.

The Schott Methods of the -7reatnient of Chronic Diseases ofthe Heart. &c. Illustarted. By W. BEZLY THORNE, ofM.D., M.R.C.P. London . J. & A. Churchill. 1895.M.D..M.R.C.P. London :J.&: A. Churchill. 1895.

IN six short and very readable chapters the author gives an
interesting account of the methods used in the treatment of
heart disease at Nauheim. After giving an account of the
waters of Nauheim and showing that effervescent saline
baths may be used elsewhere, the effects of such bathing
upon the pulse-rate and circulation generally are illustrated,
the usual effect being a diminution of its frequency and
increase in its force. Sphygmograms in proof are given. We
may mention in passing that No. 6 of these shows that pulse
pressure may be increased at the same time as pulse frequency.
The pulse-rate of this illustration is not given, and our infer-
ence is based upon the sphygmogram. The therapeutic move-
ments, which are conveniently and copiously illustrated, also
result in retardation and increased force of the pulse. Their

"immediate" effect is stated to be to slow the pulse. The

sphygmograms given, however, show that the immediate effect
is to quicken it somewhat, as is the case with all forms of
exercise, although doubtless the result of such quickening by
unloading the heart is the retardation usually observed.
Incidental reference is made to Oertel’s system of graduated
mountain climbing, which is very properly considered advis-
able only after cardiac force has in great measure been
regained. The author, however, omits to state that Oertel
expressly advises flat walking-that is, gentle exercise-as
a preliminary to carefully ascending heights. As is well

known, Stokes of Dublin was the first to recommend this
method of treatment in appropriate cases. All cases are

said to be suitable for the Nauheim Kur except those
in which there is advanced degeneration of the myo-
cardium or considerable sclerosis of the vessels. In his
sixth chapter Dr. Bezly Thorne relates ten cases which
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were successfully treated. The majority of these were

cases of cardiac dilatation, and a minority presented
evidence, not quite conclusive in our opinion, of organic
valvular disease. We make no doubt, however, that many
cases of organic valvular disease benefit under the carefully
regulated exercises described. If we have avoided the lan-

guage of enthusiasm in our remarks it is because of our
conviction that in no sphere is such less appropriate than in
that of therapeutics, a subject which scientific medicine must
ever approach with the calm and j adicial mind which regards
with a healthy scepticism the panacea. The chronicle of

failure is always an important adjunct to therapeutic works,
for such unfortunately must occur under any system.

LIBRARY TABLE.

Di&auml;totherapie f&uuml;r Aerzte und Studirende. Von Dr. FRIED-
RICH SCHILLING. Wiesbaden : Verlag von J. F. Bergmann.
1895. (Dietetic Therapeutics for Practitioners and Students.
By Dr. FRIIWRICII SCHILLING. Wiesbaden : J. F. Bergmann.
1895.) - Dr. Schilling’s little manual of Dietetic Thera-

peutics is likely to be useful to medical men and students,
though it contains little that is not to be found in ordinary
books on the practice of medicine. He does not advance any
startling novelties, and although a few of the dishes and
meals mentioned are more suited to German easterns than to
those prevalent in this country the general principles which
guide the rules as to diet are those commonly acted upon by
English medical men. Thus, after a confinement the

patient is recommended to be kept on the diet suited for
acute febrile cases until the fourth day, when meat may be
allowed. The old castom of starving the woman for

a week with the mistaken object of preventing " I milk fever "
is only mentioned to be condemned. In diabetes moderation
is recommended in enforcing a purely proteid diet. Several

pages are occupied in discussing the many forms of treatment
that have been recommended for corpulency, and the author’s
remarks on this subject will well repay perusal.

The Disorders of Speeeh. By JOHN WYLLIE, M.D.,
F.R.C.P. Edin. Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd. 1894.-
It is not easy to speak of this book in terms which would
do it justice. It is, in the first place, one of the most com-
plete treatises on disorders of speech in any language, and it
is characterised by admirable arrangement and lucidity of
expression. It is divided into three parts, the first dealing
with functional disorders of the vocal mechanism, of which
stammering is the most important and also the most

interesting ; the second with the development of speech and
the developmental derangements; and the third with speech
in its relation to the diseases of the nervous system. Such
a plan is obviously comprehensive, and it may be said at

once that the details of the plan are carried out in a manner
which cannot fail to impress and to satisfy the most exacting
critic. In the first part the view is definitely expressed-and,
in our opinion, abundantly justified-that whispering is not

purely an oral and lingual matter, but that the laryngeal
mechanism is necessary for its production. Anyone who
carefully considers what Dr. Wyllie has written on this

subject can scarcely fail to be convinced of the correct-
ness of his view. In this section the statement is made
that abductor paralysis is exceedingly rare, much rarer than
adductor, but this we would venture to call in question. No
doubt abductor paralysis is not very common, but we cannot
help thinking that the author must have overlooked the con-
siderable frequency with which it is met with in cases of
tabes dorsalis, especially in those cases in which laryngeal
crises occur. The second part is very interesting, and the
third is full of practical interest, perhaps erring a little on
the side of being rather too definite in regard to the different
forms of aphasia. But the book as a whole is, as we have

already said, admirable, and Dr. Wyllie is to be congratulated
on the interest-the outcome evidently of intimate know-
ledge-which he has infnsed into the work, and the medical,profession of this country on a most valuable scientino addi-tion to its means of grappling with a very difficult, if most
interesting, class of disorders.

New Inventions.
THE "ARIA" PATENT SAFETY LAMP.

WHETHER or no it is desirable that the flashing point of
burning oils should be altered, so as to secure greater safety in
their use, is a question which will shortly be decided probably
by a Select Committee. The increasing number of accidents,
accompanied in many instances by more than one fatality,
points at any rate to the necessity of some increased precau-
tions being enforced by the Legislature either in the direction
of providing the public with safe oils or else by insisting upon
the use of safe lamps. At the present time the heavy oils
which might serve for lighting purposes are not very easy to
procure, while there is some difficulty in getting them to burn
as satisfactotily as the lighter petroleums. It is obvious,
however, that provided the lamp can be obtained which will
burn the heavier oils-that is, those oils from which the highly
inflammable and highly volatile oils have been removed-with
as good results as the lighter kinds at present supplied,
the first difficulty, namely, that. of procuring "mineral

colza oil" easily and at a cheap rate, will soon dis-

appear. ’phe "Aria" lamp is constructed to burn both oils,
but security is made doubly secure by employing an

oil of as high a flashing point as 250&deg; F. and of specific
gravity 0 827, which it burns perfectly well and freely,
giving a brilliant steady flame of high candle power. As
will be seen in the accompanying illustration, it consists of
two reservoirs-a large one like a hollow collar, round the

centre of the lamp holding the bulk of the oil to be consumed,
and a smaller or secondary open reservoir containing the
wick. The advantages of this arrangement are that the air
is constantly playing around the secondary reservoir, which
keeps it quite cool, so that there is no heat conducted to the
large reservoir at all ; charring of the wick is avoided,
because, although it is immersed in a small quantity
of oil, yet obviously the level of the oil is maintained
in the wick tube by the pressure of the oil in the

large reservoir outside; and lastly, if the lamp is by
any chance upset the flame is immediately extinguished.
In the latter case the bulk of the oil is retained in

the larger reservoir, which being anchor-shaped only in


